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When creating a link to a Web page in your own Web site, specify the location
of the Web page using a relative URL. If the Web page is stored in the same
folder as the Web page that contains the link, the relative URL can specify
just the name of the Web page (example: prices.html). If the Web page is
stored in a subfolder, the relative URL must specify the name of the subfolder
and the name of the Web page (example: products/prices.html).

CREATE A LINK TO
ANOTHER WEB PAGE
se the <A> tag to link text or an image
on your Web page to another page on
the Web. When users select the link, the
other Web page will appear. Make sure the text
or image you use clearly indicates where the link
will take users.

U

A link can take users to a Web page in your
own Web site or to any page on the Web. When
creating a link to a Web page you did not create,
specify the absolute URL of the Web page. An
absolute URL is the full address of the Web page,
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Example:
<A HREF="products/prices.html">View our latest products!</A>

such as http://www.maran.com. When
creating a link to a Web page in your own
Web site, you should use a relative URL.
For more information, see the top of page 75.

Include navigational links on your Web pages to help users move through
your Web site. For example, each Web page in your Web site should include
a link to your home page. Images for navigational links are available at the
www.bycarel.com/buttons and www.station4.com/buttonfactory Web sites.

Avoid placing two text links side by side on
your Web page, since users may find it difficult
to see that there are two separate links. When
creating image links, keep in mind that some
users do not see images. You may want to
include corresponding text links for these users.

<A HREF="index.html"><IMG SRC="homebutton.gif"></A>

Example:

You may want to remove the border that automatically appears around an
image link. In the <IMG> tag for the image you no longer want to display
a border, type BORDER="0".
Example:
<A HREF="http://www.maran.com"><IMG SRC="book.gif" BORDER="0"></A>

CREATE A TEXT LINK

CREATE AN IMAGE LINK

<HTML>
<HEAD>
<TITLE>Foster City Zoo</TITLE>
</HEAD>
<BODY>

<HTML>
<HEAD>
<TITLE>Foster City Zoo</TITLE>
</HEAD>
<BODY>

<H1><CENTER>Foster City Zoo</CENTER></H1>
<P>The spacious grounds of Foster City Zoo were established in 1960 on 350
acres of forest and farmland located five miles west of Foster City, NY. Our primary
commitment is to educate the public about the animal kingdom.</P>
<P>Foster City Zoo is proud to announce the completion of our newest exhibit, The
World of Cats. Are tigers more ferocious than lions? Which cat can run the fastest?
In which par ts of Nor th America do cougars live? The answers to these questions
and more can be found in The World of Cats exhibit.</P>

<H1><CENTER>Foster City Zoo</CENTER></H1>
<P>The spacious grounds of Foster City Zoo were established in 1960 on 350
acres of forest and farmland located five miles west of Foster City, NY. Our primary
commitment is to educate the public about the animal kingdom.</P>
<P>Foster City Zoo is proud to announce the completion of our newest exhibit,
The World of Cats. This week, in keeping with The World of Cats exhibit, the
featured site of the week is all about tigers! Click the image of the tiger below to
find out more about tigers.</P>

<P>This week, in keeping with The World of Cats exhibit, the featured site of the
week is all about tigers!</P>

<P> <A HREF="http://www.tigerkingdom.com"> <IMG SRC="tiger.jpg"> </A> </P>

<P> <A HREF="http://www.tigerkingdom.com"> Tell me more about tigers </A> </P>

</BODY>
</HTML>

</BODY>
</HTML>

⁄ Type the text you
want users to select to
display another Web page.

Note: To link the text to a
Web page in your own Web
site, see the top of page 75.

¤ Type <A HREF="?"> in front
of the text, replacing ? with
the address of the Web page
you want to display.

‹ Type </A> after
the text.
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■ The Web browser
displays the text link.
The text link appears
underlined and in color.

■ A user can click the
text link to display the
Web page you specified.

⁄ Add the image you
want users to select to
display another Web page.

¤ Type <A HREF="?"> in front
of the image, replacing ? with
the address of the Web page
you want to display.

Note: To link the image to a
Web page in your own Web
site, see the top of this page.

‹ Type </A> after
the image.

■ The Web browser
displays the image link.
A border appears around
the image link.

■ A user can click the
image link to display the
Web page you specified.
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CREATE A LINK
WITHIN A WEB PAGE
ou may want to include a link on your Web
page that will take users to another area of
the same Web page. This lets users quickly
display information of interest. For example, you
may want to create a table of contents that contains
links to different sections of a long Web page.

Y

To create a link within a Web page, you must first
name the Web page area you want users to be able
to quickly display. This area is often referred to as
an anchor. Use the <A> tag with the NAME attribute

It is also possible to create a link that will take
users to a specific area on another Web page in
your Web site. First, name the Web page area
you want users to be able to quickly display. Then
create a link to the area on a different Web page.
When creating the link, specify the name and location
of the Web page that contains the area before the
number sign (#) and the name of the Web page
area. For information on specifying the name and
location of a Web page, see the top of page 75.

to name the Web page area. The name you
use should contain only letters and numbers.
After you have named the Web page area, create
a link to the area. The <A> tag with the HREF
attribute allows you to create a link to a Web
page area. When a user selects the link, the Web
page area you specified will appear on the screen.

Example:
On the Web page that contains the area:
<A NAME="vacuumcleaners"></A>
On the Web page that contains the link:
<A HREF="products.html#vacuumcleaners">
Vacuum Cleaner Models</A>

When creating multiple links within the same
Web page, make sure you give each linked
Web page area a different name.

6

Many people include links at the end of
each section of a long Web page that users
can select to return to the top of the page.
Example:
<A NAME="top"></A>Table of Contents
<A HREF="#top">Back to Top</A>

The ID attribute also lets you name the Web
page area you want users to be able to quickly
display. The ID attribute is not supported
by some Web browsers.
Example:
<H1 ID="Introduction">Introduction to My
Web Page</H1>

CREATE A LINK WITHIN A WEB PAGE

to build a birdhouse. On this page, I will introduce you to steps you can follow to
construct a simple birdhouse.</P>

to build a birdhouse. On this page, I will introduce you to steps you can follow to
construct a simple birdhouse.</P>

construct a simple birdhouse.</P>

<P>STEP ONE: PREPARATION
<BR>STEP TWO: CUTTING, DRILLING AND ASSEMBLING</P>

<P>STEP ONE: PREPARATION
<BR>STEP TWO: CUTTING, DRILLING AND ASSEMBLING</P>

<P>STEP ONE: PREPARATION
<BR> <A HREF="#step2"> STEP TWO: CUTTING, DRILLING AND ASSEMBLING
</A> </P>

<P>STEP ONE: PREPARATION
<BR>1) Decide what type of bird you want to attract. This decision will influence
the dimensions of the house and the size of the entry hole you must drill.
<BR>2) Purchase wood. Pine is my favorite choice, but other types of wood are
fine.
<BR>3) Make sure you have the necessary tools. You will need a saw, drill,
hammer and nails.</P>

<P>STEP ONE: PREPARATION
<BR>1) Decide what type of bird you want to attract. This decision will influence
the dimensions of the house and the size of the entry hole you must drill.
<BR>2) Purchase wood. Pine is my favorite choice, but other types of wood are
fine.
<BR>3) Make sure you have the necessary tools. You will need a saw, drill,
hammer and nails.</P>

<P>STEP ONE: PREPARATION
<BR>1) Decide what type of bird you want to attract. This decision will influence
the dimensions of the house and the size of the entry hole you must drill.
<BR>2) Purchase wood. Pine is my favorite choice, but other types of wood are
fine.
<BR>3) Make sure you have the necessary tools. You will need a saw, drill,
hammer and nails.</P>

<P> STEP TWO: CUTTING, DRILLING AND ASSEMBLING
<BR>1) Cut the boards so they are the correct dimensions.
<BR>2) Select the board that will be the front of the house and drill an entry
hole.
<BR>3) Carefully assemble the boards to complete the house.</P>

<P> <A NAME="step2"> </A> STEP TWO: CUTTING, DRILLING AND
ASSEMBLING
<BR>1) Cut the boards so they are the correct dimensions.
<BR>2) Select the board that will be the front of the house and drill an entry
hole.
<BR>3) Carefully assemble the boards to complete the house.</P>

<P> <A NAME="step2"> </A> STEP TWO: CUTTING, DRILLING AND
ASSEMBLING
<BR>1) Cut the boards so they are the correct dimensions.
<BR>2) Select the board that will be the front of the house and drill an entry
hole.
<BR>3) Carefully assemble the boards to complete the house.</P>

</BODY>
</HTML>

</BODY>
</HTML>

</BODY>
</HTML>

NAME WEB PAGE AREA

¤ Type <A NAME="?">

‹ Type </A> to

⁄ Click in front of the

replacing ? with a name
that describes the Web
page area. The name you
use should contain only
letters and numbers.

complete the naming
of the Web page area.

Web page area you want
users to be able to quickly
display.

76

CREATE LINK TO
WEB PAGE AREA

› Click in front of the text
or image you want users
to select to display the Web
page area you named on
page 76.

ˇ Type <A HREF="#?">
replacing ? with the name
you specified for the Web
page area in step 2.

■ The Web browser
displays the link.

■ A user can click the
link to display the Web
page area you specified.

Á Type </A> after the
text or image.
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CREATE A LINK TO AN IMAGE

CREATE A LINK TO A FILE
reating a link that users can select to
transfer a file to their computers lets
you make files such as documents
and programs available to users.

f you plan to include a large image on your Web
page, consider creating a link that will take users
to the image. This will give users access to the
image without increasing the time it takes for your
Web page to transfer to a computer.

I

Creating a link to an image is also useful when you
want to include an image that some Web browsers
cannot display, such as a Windows bitmap (BMP)
image. When a user selects the link, the image
will appear in a program on the user's computer.

Creating a link to an image is useful when including
a thumbnail image on your Web page. A thumbnail
image is a small version of an image that users can
select to display the larger image. This lets users
decide if they want to wait for the larger image
to transfer to their computer. For information on
reducing an image size, see page 60.

When creating a link to an image, you should
provide a description of the image, including
the size of the linked image in kilobytes (K). This
helps users estimate how long the linked image
will take to transfer to their computer.

C

When creating a link to a file, you must specify
the location of the file on your computer. If
the file is stored in the same folder as your
Web page, specify just the name of the file
(example: game.exe). If the file is stored in a
subfolder, specify the name of the subfolder and
the name of the file (example: programs/game.exe).
When a user selects a link to a file, the user's
Web browser will attempt to display the file.

CREATE A LINK TO AN IMAGE

CREATE A LINK TO A FILE

<HTML>
<HEAD>
<TITLE>My European Tour</TITLE>
</HEAD>
<BODY>

<HTML>
<HEAD>
<TITLE>Game World</TITLE>
</HEAD>
<BODY>

<H1><CENTER><I>My European Tour</I></CENTER></H1>

<H1><CENTER><I>Game World</I></CENTER></H1>
<B>Welcome to Brian's Game World, where you can play some of the coolest
games on the Web!</B>
<BR>I am a computer programming student who loves to create games. This Web
site features my newest games as well as links to other gaming Web sites.

<P>After graduating from college, I spent the summer traveling across Europe. I
visited popular tourist destinations such as the Eiffel Tower, and discovered parts
of the continent that are not quite so well known, but equally spectacular. The
photographs below chronicle my journey.</P>

</BODY>
</HTML>

</BODY>
</HTML>
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Include a description beside a link to a file to
help users decide if they want to transfer the
file. The description should include the type
and size of the file. You should also provide
a link that will take users to a Web site where
they can obtain a program that will display
or run the file.

<BR> <A HREF="dungeonwarrior.exe"> Dungeon Warrior </A>
<BR>Windows
<BR>3 MB

<P><IMG SRC="landsmall.jpg"> Switzerland (150K). Click the image to view a
larger version.</P>

¤ Type <A HREF="?"> in front
of the text or image, replacing ?
with the location and name
of the linked image on your
computer.

If the browser cannot display the file, it will
attempt to open the file in a program on the
user's computer. If the user does not have a
program that can display or run the file, the
Web browser will give the user the option
to save the file on their computer.

<P>My newest creation is a fantasy game called Dungeon Warrior. Strap on your
armor and prepare to rescue prisoners from a dungeon filled with creatures!</P>

<A HREF="bldglarge.jpg"> <IMG SRC="bldgsmall.jpg"> </A>
Greece (150K). Click the image to view a larger version.

⁄ Type the text or add the
image you want users to select
to display the linked image.

6

Note: For information
on specifying the location
and name of an image,
see the top of page 45.

‹ Type < /A> after
the text or image.

■ The Web browser
displays the link.

■ A user can click
the link to display
the linked image.

⁄ Type the text or add the
image you want users to select
to transfer a file.
¤ Type <A HREF="?"> in front
of the text or image, replacing ?
with the location and name
of the file on your computer.

‹ Type </A> after
the text or image.

■ The Web browser
displays the link.

■ Users can click the
link to transfer the file
you specified to their
computers.
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CREATE AN E-MAIL LINK
our Web page can include a link that
will allow users to quickly send an e-mail
message. Creating an e-mail link is useful
when you want users to be able to send you
questions and provide feedback that can help
improve your Web pages.

When using text for an e-mail link, make sure
that the text clearly indicates who will receive
the e-mail messages. This helps users determine
if they are contacting the correct person. For
example, use informative text such as "E-mail
a Technical Support Representative."

When creating an e-mail link, you must specify
the e-mail address of the person you want to
receive the messages users send. For example,
you may want to create an e-mail link that allows
users to contact you or one of your employees.

If you use an image for your e-mail link, you
should include a corresponding text link for users
who cannot view images. Some users turn off
the display of images to browse the Web more
quickly, while others use Web browsers that
cannot display images.

Y

When creating an e-mail link, you can specify the
e-mail address of a person you want to receive a
copy of the e-mail messages users send. For example,
you can have a supervisor automatically receive
messages sent to your customer service department.
When a user selects your e-mail link, the person's
e-mail address will automatically appear in the
Carbon Copy (Cc) area of the user's e-mail program.
While many Web browsers support this feature,
it is not part of the HTML standard.

6

You may want to specify a subject for an e-mail
link you create. When a user selects the link, the
user's e-mail program will automatically display
the subject you specified. This can help you
identify messages sent using the link. While many
Web browsers support this feature, it is not part
of the HTML standard.
Example:

<A HREF="mailto:jsmith@abc.com
?subject=comments">Send me your comments!</A>

Example:

<A HREF="mailto:customerservice@abc.com
?cc=bmartin@abc.com">Customer Service</A>

When specifying additional information for
an e-mail link, such as an address for the Cc
area and a subject, separate each new item
you add with an ampersand (&).
Example:

<A HREF="mailto:jsmith@abc.com?
cc=bmartin@abc.com&subject=comments">Send me
your comments!</A>

CREATE AN E-MAIL LINK
index - WordPad

<HTML>
<HEAD>
<TITLE>Beethoven Page</TITLE>
</HEAD>
<BODY>

<HTML>
<HEAD>
<TITLE>Beethoven Page</TITLE>
</HEAD>
<BODY>

<H1><CENTER><I>BEETHOVEN</I></CENTER></H1>

<H1><CENTER><I>BEETHOVEN</I></CENTER></H1>

<P>Ludwig van Beethoven was born in Bonn, Germany in 1770. He spent most of
his life in Vienna, where he earned a living giving concerts, teaching piano and
selling his compositions. One of the most fascinating aspects of Beethoven's life
was his triumph over deafness, which struck him during adulthood. In fact, he
composed some of his most powerful works after losing his hearing.</P>

<P>Ludwig van Beethoven was born in Bonn, Germany in 1770. He spent most of
his life in Vienna, where he earned a living giving concerts, teaching piano and
selling his compositions. One of the most fascinating aspects of Beethoven's life
was his triumph over deafness, which struck him during adulthood. In fact, he
composed some of his most powerful works after losing his hearing.</P>

<P>Do you have interesting facts about Beethoven or a great Beethoven Web
page?</P>

<P>Do you have interesting facts about Beethoven or a great Beethoven Web
page?</P>

E-mail me and let me know!

<A HREF="mailto:webmaster@classicalmusic.com"> E-mail me and let me know!
</A>

</BODY>
</HTML>

⁄ Type the text or add
the image you want
users to select to send
an e-mail message.

80

</BODY>
</HTML>

¤ Type <A HREF="mailto:?">

‹ Type < /A> after the

in front of the text or image,
replacing ? with the e-mail
address of the person you
want to receive the messages.

text or image.

■ The Web browser
displays the e-mail link.

■ A user can click
the e-mail link to send
a message to the e-mail
address you specified.

■ When a user selects
an e-mail link, the user's
e-mail program will start.

■ The e-mail program
will automatically
display the e-mail
address you specified.
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The information available at an FTP site is stored on an FTP server.
The server communicates with Web browsers through a connection
called a port. Most FTP servers use port 21. If an FTP server uses a
different port, you must specify the number of the port in the link.
Type a colon (:) after the address of the FTP site and then type the
number of the port.

CREATE A LINK TO AN FTP SITE

Y

our Web page can include a link that will take
users to an FTP (File Transfer Protocol) site.
FTP sites store files that users can download.

Many colleges, universities, government agencies
and companies maintain FTP sites on the Internet.
Some popular FTP sites include ftp.cdrom.com
and ftp.winsite.com. You can find a list of FTP
sites at the hoohoo.ncsa.uiuc.edu/ftp Web site.
When creating a link to an FTP site, you must
specify the full address of the site, beginning
the address with ftp://. For example, to create

6

Example:

<A HREF="ftp://ftp.megaftp.com:9999">Mega FTP</A>

a link to the ftp.cdrom.com site, you must type
ftp://ftp.cdrom.com.

An FTP site you create a link to may require a user name and
password. When specifying the address for the FTP site, type
ftp:// followed by the user name and password for the site.
Separate the user name and password with a colon (:). Then
type @ followed by the address of the FTP site.

When a user selects a link to an FTP site, the main
directory for the site usually appears on the screen.
The user can then navigate through the site to find
files of interest.

Example:

<A HREF="ftp://username:password@ftp.megaftp.com">Mega FTP</A>

In most cases, users can visit FTP sites anonymously,
which means they do not need a user name and
password to visit the sites. If an FTP site requires
a user name and password, include this information
in the link. See the top of page 83 for more information.

You may want to create a link to a specific file in an FTP site. This
allows users to quickly find information without having to navigate
through the site. After the address of the FTP site, type the path
to the file.
Example:

<A HREF="ftp://ftp.megaftp.com/pub/newlist.txt">The Latest File</A>

CREATE A LINK TO AN FTP SITE

<HTML>
<HEAD>
<TITLE>Stan's History Home Page</TITLE>
</HEAD>
<BODY>

<HTML>
<HEAD>
<TITLE>Stan's History Home Page</TITLE>
</HEAD>
<BODY>

<H1>Stan's History Home Page</H1>
<P>Welcome to my history Web site, where you will find all kinds of interesting
information on major historical events. I am a History major at McDougall
Community College with a special interest in European history.</P>

<H1>Stan's History Home Page</H1>
<P>Welcome to my history Web site, where you will find all kinds of interesting
information on major historical events. I am a History major at McDougall
Community College with a special interest in European history.</P>

<IMG SRC="venice.jpg" ALIGN="left">

<IMG SRC="venice.jpg" ALIGN="left">

<H3>Interesting History Exhibits</H3>
<BR>One of my favorite hobbies is visiting history exhibits at museums. Thanks to
the Internet, it is possible to visit many exhibits without even leaving home! To visit
some interesting exhibits from the Library of Congress, check out their FTP site!

<H3>Interesting History Exhibits</H3>
<BR>One of my favorite hobbies is visiting history exhibits at museums. Thanks to
the Internet, it is possible to visit many exhibits without even leaving home! To visit
some interesting exhibits from the Library of Congress, check out their FTP site!

<BR> Library of Congress

<BR><A HREF="ftp://ftp.loc.gov">Library of Congress</A>

</BODY>
</HTML>

</BODY>
</HTML>

⁄ Type the text or add
the image you want users
to select to display an
FTP site.
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¤ Type <A HREF="?"> in
front of the text or image,
replacing ? with the
address of the FTP site.

‹ Type </A> after
the text or image.

■ The Web browser
displays the link to
the FTP site.

■ A user can click the
link to display the FTP
site you specified.

■ When a user selects
the link, the FTP site
you specified appears.

■ Users can find files
of interest in the pub
or public directory of
an FTP site.
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OPEN A LINK IN A NEW WINDOW

CHANGE LINK COLORS

T

T

he TARGET attribute allows you to open a
link in a new window. The window containing
the link will remain open, allowing users to
quickly return to your Web page when they have
finished viewing the linked information.
When opening a link in a new window, specify
a name for the window using the TARGET
attribute. The name you specify will identify the
window to Web browsers but will not appear in
the window. To have several links open in the
same window, specify the same name for each
link. Window names are case sensitive, so you
must use the same uppercase and lowercase
letters for each name.

To have a link open in a new, unnamed window,
use the _blank value with the TARGET attribute.
Each link that uses the _blank value will open
in a different window.
To specify that you want all of the links on your
Web page to open in the same new window, use
the <BASE> tag with the TARGET attribute. This
saves you from having to enter the information
for each link individually. Between the <HEAD>
and </HEAD> tags, type <BASE TARGET="?">
replacing ? with a name for the window.

he LINK, VLINK and ALINK attributes
allow you to change the color of links
on your Web page.

Use the LINK attribute to change the color
of links that users have not yet selected and
the VLINK attribute to change the color of links
that users have previously selected. The ALINK
attribute lets you change the color of active links.
An active link is a link that a user is currently
selecting.
When changing the color of links, make sure that
you choose different colors for unvisited, visited

Example:
<BASE TARGET="main">

6

and active links. You should also make sure
that the colors you choose work well with
the background color of your Web page.
Keep in mind that the link colors you choose
may not appear the way you expect on some
computers since some users can set their
Web browsers to override the colors you
choose.
While the LINK, VLINK and ALINK attributes
are still supported by Web browsers, the
use of style sheets is now preferred. For
information on style sheets, see page 196.

OPEN A LINK IN A NEW WINDOW

CHANGE LINK COLORS

<HTML>
<HEAD>
<TITLE>Into the Wild</TITLE>
</HEAD>
<BODY>

<HTML>
<HEAD>
<TITLE>Cool Web Pages</TITLE>
</HEAD>
<BODY LINK ="#FF0000" >

<H1> <I>Into the Wild!</I></H1>

<H1><CENTER>Wendy's Cool Web Pages</CENTER></H1>

<IMG SRC="cougar.jpg" WIDTH="150" HEIGHT="85" ALIGN="left">
<P> <B>Would you like to venture beyond the beaten path? Do so with Into the Wild's
adventure tours.</B>
<BR>Whether you'd like to take a nature photography tour, camp in the rugged wilderness
of the Rocky Mountains or go on a canoeing adventure, we have the trip for you!
<BR>We provide once-in-a-lifetime adventures for groups or individuals. Call today for
information on our packages and sign up for an unforgettable experience!</P>

<P>Welcome to my home page on the World Wide Web. My name is Wendy Oates.
I'm a third-year computer science student at City College in Sydney, Australia.</P>

<IMG SRC="skier.jpg" WIDTH="150" HEIGHT="85" ALIGN="left">
<BR> <H3><A HREF="skiing.html" TARGET="skiing" >Skiing</A></H3>
<P>Some of our most popular trips are alpine skiing excursions in the Rocky Mountains.
We will fly you to the top of the slopes by helicopter and provide comfortable
accommodations at the end of a fun-filled day! Cross-country ski packages are also
available!</P>

<P><A HREF="funjokes.html">Today's Cool Page!</A></P>

<P>The purpose of this page is to introduce Web surfers to cool pages on the
Web. Visit here every day to learn about a page that has amazing graphics, funny
stories or other noteworthy things. Just click on the link below and you will instantly
go to today's cool page.</P>

<P>Do you know of other cool pages that should be featured here?</P>
<A HREF="mailto:wendy@xzy.com">Let me know!</A>
</BODY>
</HTML>

</BODY>

⁄ In the <A> tag for a link
you want to open in a new
window, type TARGET="?"
replacing ? with a name for
the window.
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■ To have multiple links
open in the same new
window, repeat step 1
for each link, specifying
the same name for the
window.
Note: To have a link open in a
new, unnamed window, type
TARGET="_blank" in step 1.

■ The Web browser
displays the link.

■ A user can click the
link to open the linked
information in a new
window.

⁄ In the <BODY> tag,
type the attribute for the
type of link you want to
change (LINK, VLINK or
ALINK).

¤ Type ="?" replacing ?
with the name or
hexadecimal value for
the color you want to use
(example: red or #FF0000).

■ The Web browser
displays the link colors
you specified.

Note: For a list of colors,
see the color chart at the
front of this book.
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CREATE KEYBOARD SHORTCUTS

CHANGE THE TAB ORDER

se the ACCESSKEY attribute with the <A>
tag to create keyboard shortcuts for links.
Keyboard shortcuts allow users to select
links without using a mouse.

sers can navigate through the links on
your Web page using the Tab key. By
default, users tab through the links in
the order the links appear in your HTML code.
Changing the tab order for your links can help
users select the links in a logical order.

U

When users tab through your links, the tab order
will start with the link you assigned the lowest
value and will end with the link you assigned
the highest value. If two links have the same
value, the link that appears first in your HTML
code will precede the other link in the tab order.

Use the TABINDEX attribute to change the tab
order for the links on your Web page. To include
a link in the tab order, assign the link a TABINDEX
value between 1 and 32,767. To exclude a link
from the tab order, assign the link a negative
TABINDEX value (example: TABINDEX="-1").

The TABINDEX attribute can also be used with
other HTML elements, such as images and form
elements.

U

on Macintosh computers, though Macintosh
users will likely use the Command key rather
than the Alt key when shortcuts are supported.

When creating a keyboard shortcut for a link,
specify the letter or number you want to use for
the shortcut. You should also include a description
that will let users know how to use the shortcut.

Keyboard shortcuts you create for links will
override the keyboard shortcuts for a Web
browser. For example, if you create an Alt+F
keyboard shortcut, users will no longer be
able to use Alt+F to display the File menu
in Internet Explorer.

To select a link using a keyboard shortcut, a user
will hold down the Alt key while pressing the
letter or number you specified. The user can then
press the Enter key to visit the link. Keyboard
shortcuts you create for links do not yet work

Although the ACCESSKEY attribute is part
of the HTML standard, it is not yet supported
by most Web browsers.

CREATE KEYBOARD SHORTCUTS

6

While the TABINDEX attribute is part of the
HTML standard, it is not yet fully supported
by most Web browsers.

CHANGE THE TAB ORDER

<HTML>
<HEAD>
<TITLE>Foster City Zoo</TITLE>
</HEAD>
<BODY>

<P><IMG SRC="grapes.gif"><A HREF="about.html" TABINDEX="1" ><B>About Our
Company</A>&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;
<IMG SRC="grapes.gif"> <B><A HREF="equipment.html" TABINDEX="3" >Equipment</A>
&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;
&nbsp;&nbsp;

<H1><CENTER>Foster City Zoo</CENTER></H1>
<CENTER><IMG SRC="tiger.jpg"></CENTER>
<P>Foster City Zoo is proud to announce the completion of our newest exhibit, The World of
Cats. This week, in keeping with The World of Cats exhibit, the featured site of the week is all
about tigers!

<IMG SRC="grapes.gif"> <A HREF="tips.html" TABINDEX="5" >Tips and Tricks</A>
<BR><IMG SRC="grapes.gif"><B> <A HREF="star t.html" TABINDEX="2" >Getting Star ted
</A>&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;
&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;

<BR><A HREF="http://www.tigerkingdom.com" ACCESSKEY="T" > Press ALT+T to find out
more about tigers! </A> </P>

<IMG SRC="grapes.gif"> <A HREF="types.html" TABINDEX="4" >Types of Wine</A>&nbsp;
&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;
&nbsp;

</BODY>
</HTML>

<IMG SRC="grapes.gif"> <A HREF="resources.html" TABINDEX="6" >Other Resources</A>
</B></P>
</BODY>
</HTML>

⁄ In the <A> tag for a
link you want to use a
keyboard shortcut, type
ACCESSKEY="?" replacing ?
with a letter or number for
the shortcut.
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¤ Add information about
the keyboard shortcut to
the text for the link.

■ The Web browser
displays the link with
the keyboard shortcut
information you specified.

■ A user can press the
keyboard shortcut you
specified to select the
link and then press
Enter to visit the link.

⁄ In the <A> tag for a link

¤ Repeat step 1 for each

on your Web page, type
TABINDEX="?" replacing ?
with a number that specifies
the position of the link in
the tab order.

link you want to include
in the tab order.

■ Users can tab through
the links on your Web page
in the order you specified.

Note: To exclude a link from the
tab order, specify a negative
number in step 1.
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